
 

 The Legislative LGBT Caucus was originally formed in June 2002 whose role is to present a forum for the California Legislature to discuss issues that affect 
LGBT Californians and to further the goal of equality and justice for ALL Californians. The Caucus’ formation made 

California the first state in the country to recognize an official caucus of openly-LGBT state legislators. 
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Assemblymembers Rich Gordon and Tom Ammiano’s Statement  
on the Life and Work of Jazzie Collins 

 
SACRAMENTO, CA – Assemblyman Rich Gordon (Menlo Park), Chair of the Legislative 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Caucus, and Assemblymember Tom 
Ammiano (San Francisco) released the following statement in response to the passing of San 
Francisco resident, long-time activist and LGBT Caucus honoree, Jazzie Collins. Ms. Collins 
passed away this morning at the age of 54. 

 
“Jazzie was absolutely glowing last month when the LGBT Caucus honored her in the 
Capitol,” said Assemblymember Tom Ammiano. “Of course, we were the ones honored to 
have her with us, gracing us with her stature as a community leader and a human being. Her 
work for justice and equality in San Francisco will have long-lasting impact, as will her 
advocacy for communities that needed her voice. Her death robs us of that voice, and she is 
missed.” 
 
“Today we lost an advocate and a leader,” Assemblyman and LGBT Caucus chair Rich 
Gordon said. “Jazzie Collins worked tirelessly on behalf of all communities, serving as an 
untiring advocate for the poor, for the transgender community and truly, for all San Francisco 
residents. While we celebrate Ms. Collins and her life’s work, her spirit will continue to live 
on through the many lives she has touched. On behalf of the LGBT Caucus, we extend our 
heartfelt condolences to her family and loved ones. May she rest in power.” 

 
Starting in 2006, the California Legislative LGBT Caucus honors a select group of individuals 
from across the state, who strive to advance the cause of equality in California and throughout 
the country. Ms. Collins was one of 12 honorees this year recognized in a special ceremony on 
the Assembly Floor. 
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